TRINITY CHARGE-- THE UNITED CMURCH OF CHRIST 

Ealph 0. Link, Pastor 
Trinity Church, ilew Bloocfield 9:00 A.H. 
Christ Church, IXmcannon 10: JO A. 'A. 



THE ORDER OF WORSHIP 



June <+, 1972 



The Organ Prelude 

•The Hyun of Praise 21 

•The Call to Worship 

•The Prater of Confession (Unison) 

thou whose tender nercies are over all 
thy works, huiibly and sorrow-fully we pray 
for thy forgiveness. For every weakening 
and defiling thought to which our ninds have 
pi von harbor; for every word spoken hastily 
or in dark passion; for every failure in self- 
control; for every stunbling-block which by 
deed or exanple we have set in another's 
way; for every lost opportunity to do good; 
for loitering feet and procrastinating will, 
forgive us , Lord and grant that as the days 
go by, thy Spirit nay more and nore rule in 
our hearts, giving us victory over these and 
all other sinful ways. Aneu. 
"The Eyrie 
"The Assurance of Pardon 

Ike Scripture Hebrews 10:19-39 

•The Gloria Patri 

The Anthem (Trinity) 

The Pastoral Prayer 

tta Atmouncenents 

The Receiving of Tithes and Offerings 

fl ^ ( * The Doxology 

/ " '"The Of-frr-inn- Prayer and Lard's Prayer 
TheTTynn of Meditation 44-B 

The Sernon "How True?" 

The Sernon Prayer 

"The Hynn of Response 4-52 

•The Benediction 

•The Threefold Anen 

•The Postlude 

I 



GZNEBAL AOTOOTCEFnNTS 

Delegates are still needed fron each church, 
for the annual conference at Annville. If 
you are interested please contact the pastor 
for details. 

TRINITY CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Today we salute our graduates from each 
church. Craig Marshall, Hoffaan Hone; Ronald 
Leyder, Art Institute of Pittsburgh. 

The Rev, Luke Buffennyor will bo our guest 
minister next Sunday. ^^ 

CHHIST CHURCH AKHOUMCEHEEfTS 

We salute our graduates. Mary Jone Achenbach; 
Patty Camber; Husscl Kiner, Jr. ; Kenneth 
Lepperd; Gary Liddick; Randy Sloan and Cheryl 
Snyder, Susquenita High School. 

The Win-.-Chun Class extends an invitation 
to all ladies of the church to dino at the 
Sunnerdale Junction, June 9th at 6: JO HI. 
tieut at the church that evening at 6:00 PM. 
Please ~lvo your nane to Claire Steele by 
June 7th. 

She Golden Age Club of Duncannon will neet 
Thurs. June 8th at IS noon at the Gran K e Hall. 






Ctn-iun^ ir-ep 



7:3* 



How True? 



ft£*. 



Text: Hebrews 10:2? "Let us hold fast the confession of our hope 
without wavering. " 



"I would be brave, for there is much to dare," these 

words were written "by Howard Walter who died in th 1918 flu epidemic 

in Lahore India, where he was the literary secretary for the YKGA. 

This in itself is not so significant, but the man behind the hymn is. 

Mr. Walter wrote ilium the words of this hymn, «k at the age of 23. 

The date beside his name in the hynal is wrong, because he was born in 

1883, gEEtH3±Kabdbom taught in Waseda University in Tokyo Japan after 

his graduation in 1905, and it was while here^that he wrote the now 

famous lines. 

verses 
His original intention was not to have the two « Jumna 

turned into a hymn. He wrote them and sent them to his mother as a 

personal message. She in turn thought they were so wonderful, she 

sent them to Harpers magazine and. appeared there for the first time 

A 

in print. They found the^S way into many hymnbooks and became favorite 
verses of many young people everywhere. 

Mr. Walter came back from the orient to further his 

studies at the Hartford Seminary and upon completion wanted to return 

to the orient as a minister. But it was discovered that he had a weak 

iff 

heart and., was refused an appointment. In fact one doctor told him he 

had only a few years to live. He stated that because of his illness 
and the prospects of a short life, "That makes it all the more essential 
that I get back to work at once." Unable to secure an appointment as 
a missionary, he went to Dr. John Hott of the YMGA and secured a 
position as literary secretary in Lahore India. He worked in the 
Forman Christian College among the students, and was not only untiring 
in his efforts there, but gave of himself as a counselor to the students. 



2 
la a book written by Alice Bays, which contains this 
hymn and a capsule account of the life of Mr, Walter, she wrote of him, 
"The creed of his life is reflected in every line of the hymn. He was 
not an ascetic who withdrew from the world, neither was he a mystic 
who pondered over abstract questions, but instead he put his ideals 
to work in his everyday life. He gloried in strength and daring, not 
for himself, but for those who were weak and dependent upon him. He 
determined to hold on to his ideals, not for selfish reasons, but be- 
cause there were those who would be hurt if he failed, " 

la this immediate quotation, there are two phrases that 
stand out. "He put his ideals to work in his everyday life," and, 
"He determined to hold on to his ideals." What wonderful words that 
could be used for an epitaph to his life. What wonderful words if 
they could be applied to each of us. 

This is what the author of Hebrews was saying when he 

wrote, "Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, 
for he who promised is faithful; and let us consider how to 
stir up one another to love and good works, not neglecting to 
meet together as is the habit of some, but encouraging one 
another. " 

As we think in terms of youth, and graduation and 
paying recognition to the graduates, as well as to all students, what 
better words to convey to them than, "Let us hold fast the confession 
of our h >pe without wavering." 

"We all make footprints on the sands of time," a minister 
once told his congregation, "Just be sure you leave the mark of a great 
soul, not the imprint of a heel," he added. To hold fast the confession 
of our hope without wavering in our present day and age is rather diffi- 
cult as we all know. We are surrounded by distractions of all kinds. 
We are being wooed on all sides by the sights and sounds and the pleasures 
Hcfocfckxxxxmrit this world ha$* to offer. 

The story is told of the young man who enrolled at Amherst 
College, (Illustration of college boy and V). 
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This young man knew what he wanted. He knew the direction toward which 
he was headed. This type of belief and confidence can only come from 
a person who is able to, "Hold fast to the confessiomcfcc of their 
hope without wavering. " 

The author of Hebrews also admonished us, ££hx3±±k 
"let us Consider how to stir up one another to love and good works." 
This is a task of immense proportions, and I do not mean to imply it 
as a task only for the young people of the church. We should each be 
concerned with stirring up people, and stirring up each other. We must 
become concerned when one of our members continues to be absent, and 
we should take the iniative to find out why. Too often the members of 
the church take the attitude that it is none of my business, which is 
utterly false, because"it is my business." "It is my business" to be 
concerned as a Christian. And it is not being nosey or butting into 
the affairs of others. When I use the term "My" I am not just speaking 
of myself, but using a term that you should apply in your life. Another 
fa^acy held by church members is that seeking out the absentees of the 
church is strictly the task of the minister. This too is erroneous, 
since many times the pastor cannot possibly be in all places at one 
time, and many times when he calls upon the absentees, they immediately 
put up their defenses and the real reason for their absence ixx is not 
learned, at least from the pastor's standpoint. But if an ordinary 
lay man calls on absentee members, they not aanly meet on common ground, 
but information may be learned that can be passed on to the pastor 
and he may be of help or assistance to that member. 

We must also, "Not neglect to meet together as is the 
habit of some, but encouraging one anbfcher." This would mean that 
we must not neglect the worship of God, and encourage others to do 
the same. Too often the story of our youth in our nation today is one 
o& being, "too old for Church Schools,. "Why do I have to go Mom? My 
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friends don't have to go." Or they use the excuse they like to sleep 
in on Sunday morning, or they were out too late last night. Or they 
fall hack on the old time worn excuses their parents have used for 
years. When instead their devotion to their God should be like the 
fellow who Viieiafr t n i-vi^rv-r vBHvkiirTr was going to a certain college and 
was about to be taken into one of the fraternities of that college. 
(Illustration of college boy). 

This would take some courage in the face of such opposition. 
We don't go to church to please our mothers or fathers. We do not attend 
because we like If ill i n 1 i \ 111 the minister. We do not go because we wish 
to please the minister, or to make an impression on our neighbors. Nor 
do we go to church for a hundred and one othercreasons. But we go to 
church because we love God, because we are thankful and grateful fOr 
what he has done for us and given us in the past days and weeks. And 
we go because our love is so full that we must worship him, and we can 
only do this to our highest and best in the company of others of like 
minds and purposes. 

We need to each look inward, and ask "How true?" can I 
be to my God. How true am I to my God? Does my love come anywhere 
near what it should? What must I do to change it toward that end? 
Samuel Isaac Joseph Schereschwwsky was born of Jewish parents in 
Russian Lithuania. (Illustration of what he did) 

Imagine the amount of effort it took to complete his 
task. But aribOtxJ aomJaa imagine also, the amount oift love that he had 
in his heart to do it in the manner in which it was done. Whem we 
read accounts of people such as Bishop Scheres chewsky we can't h»lp 
but wish for more of them in the world. We need people who are true 
at any and all costs. We need people who will mot be deterred from 
the goal set before them. 

General William Booth the founder of the Salvation Army 
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was such a maul. He made such an. impression on some peeple that he 

has moved them to pray on his "behalf. 
(Illustration of old man praying for more Booth's). 

I would he true, but how true? I would he pure, hut how 
pure? I would he strong, hut how strong? I would he brave, but how 
brave? I would be friend, but what kind of friend? I would be giving, 
but how generous? I would be humble, but how humble? All of this I 
would be, for my God. And with his help and his love, I would be able 
to look up, and laugh, and love, and lift. May we each one be all of 
this and more through our Lord Jesus Christ. 



Shirley & Ralph Charles Link, Nancy Link, Dale with Lianne his wife, Lloyd Link with Karen his 1 

Jessica in front of Ralph C. Link 

Ethan and Alicha in front of R. Dale and Lianne Link (the eldest son & family) 








Ralph C. Link 
153 Keck Road 
Sarver, Pa. 16055 
(412) 352-1103 




Born : 

Married 

Wife: 


April 9, 1929, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

December 15, 1951 
Shirley Margaret Neill 
Born: December 8, 1930, Pittsburgh, Pa. 




Children : 


Ralph Dale Link, born May 11, 1955, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Lloyd Alan Link, born May 28, 1958, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Nancy Lynn Link, born March 15, 1961, Butler, Pa. 


SCHOOLING: 


Graduated from Perry High School, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
June 1947 






Lay Ministry School, Penn West Conference 
Church of Christ, September 1965 to May 


of United 
1969 






Commissioned Lay Minister June 1969 








Lancaster Theological Seminary, Lancaster 
September 1970 


, Pa. , 






Graduated from Lancaster Theological Seminary May 1974 






Ordained to Christian Ministry March 10, 


1974 


PASTORATES 


As Lay Minister: short term, 1 month or 1 
various churches 1965 to 1967 


ess in 






Emlenton Lamartine Charge of United Church 
1967 to 1969 


of Christ 






Short term in various churches 1970 until 
entrance July 1970 


Seminary 






July 1970 to December 1973 Student Pastor 
Charge, New Bloomfield, Duncannon, Pa., 
Conference, United Church of Christ 


at Trinity 
Penn Central 






December 1973 to present, St. Paul's United Church of 
Christ, Butler, Pa., Penn West Conference, United 
Church of Christ 



PERSONAL TESTIMONY 
OF 

Ralph C. Link 



I am the youngest of five children. I was born just prior to 
the onset of the Depression. Our family was very poor. My father 
was an alcoholic and my mother was a very religious person who was 
searching for the Lord. During my childhood she did her best to 
teach me the things of the Lord. Later in life she came to a 
personal relationship with Him. 

I grew up in the Evangelical and Reformed Church where 
salvation by grace alone was not preached nor taught. I knew all 
about Jesus, what He did, how He lived, His miracles, His death 
and resurrection, but I didn't know Him personally. 

My life had many ups and downs and all the while I was 
attending church and striving with my good works to please God. 
At a very low point in my life when we were deeply in debt and my 
wife and three children were all ill, I came to the crossroads. I 
watched a Billy Graham Crusade on television from some distant 
city and the message he preached seemed to be directed right at 
me. I wrestled with making that commitment to Christ, but didn't. 
The next afternoon and evening at work on the 4 to 12 shift I came 
to the conclusion that I needed to make that commitment to Christ. 
It seemed like there was no other choice if life was to have any 
meaning. That night when I came home from work at 1:00 A.M., I 
laid face down on the living room floor and told God that I 
couldn't live my life in my own strength and I accepted the gift 
of salvation from my Savior Jesus Christ. My life has never been 
the same. 

Through several meaningful circumstances I was called by God 
to serve Him in the Christian Ministry and to help spread that 
wonderful message of salvation through the shed blood of Jesus 
Christ. What a wonderful and rewarding time it has been and I 
give Him all the praise for my salvation and the opportunity to 
serve Him. 



STATEMENT OF FAITH 

OF 

Ralph C, Link 



I believe the Bible, both the Old and New Testaments to be 
the inspired inerrant Word of God. I believe the Bible is the 
complete revelation of His will for the salvation of men and it 
is the final authority for the Christian faith and life. 



I believe in one God, who is eternally existent in three 
persons: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 



I believe in the Diety of the Lord Jesus Christ that He is 
true God and true man. I believe that He was born of the 
Virgin Mary, that He lived in sinless life, that He performed 
the miracles recorded in Scripture, that He died on the cross 
as a sacrifice for our sins, that He bodily arose from the 
dead, that He ascended on high where He is at the right had of 
Almighty God as our intercessor. 



I believe in the Holy Spirit and that He comes and indwells 
each believer at the time of conversion. I believe that He 
lives in each believer to lead, to instruct, and to convict so 
that a believe may live a more godly life. 

I believe that through the shed blood of Jesus Christ and 
through His resurrection, this is the only ground for 
justification and salvation for all who receive Him A Lord and 
Savior and to such as receive Him, they are born of the Holy 
Spirit and become children of God. 



I believe water baptism and the Lord's Supper are 
ordinances of the Church but are not means of salvation. 



I believe in the personal and premillennial and imminent 
coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. 



I believe in the resurrection of the dead, for the believer 
to resurrection of life and joy with the Lord, for the 
unbeliever to resurrection of judgement and everlasting 
punishment . 



